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June 27, 2005

Dear Committee D 35 Members:

The Executive Subcommittee has recently received a request regarding the location and schedule of a future D35 Committee meeting.  This letter is to ask you to consider the issues and vote on a response.  The following provides some background.

Background:  The Geosynthetics industry has grown significantly in South America during the last decade with recent impressive growth from the mining industry’s resurgence and related use of our materials.
 Concurrent with this growth has been the increased awareness and use of ASTM Committee D35 standards for geosynthetics materials.

To acknowledge and respond to the increased Geosynthetics activity in South America, the IFAI and the International Geosynthetics Society are planning a Geosynthetics conference to be held in Cancun, Mexico in early March 2008.  The GeoAmericas 2008 will be a joint effort with contributing efforts from Chili, Argentina, Brazil, Venezuela, Columbia, Peru, Mexico and of course, the United States and Canada.  Other countries will become involved as time progresses.  The Conference will include a full slate of planned events such as short courses, technical sessions and an exhibition.

Under the direction of Dr. Jorge Zornberg, Chairman of GeoAmericas 2008, the Organizing Committee has requested Committee D35 to move its planned January 2008 meetings from Tampa, Florida to Cancun, Mexico and schedule the meetings as a pre-conference event using the same venue as the GeoAmericas Conference.  It is currently suggested that Committee D35 hold its meetings Friday and Saturday, March 2-3 at the Cancun Hilton Hotel and Conference Center.  The GeoAmericas Conference will begin immediately after with conference events being held Sunday through Wednesday, March 4-7, 2008.  

The D35 Executive Subcommittee has evaluated this invitation from GeoAmericas 2008 and asks you to consider the following advantages and disadvantages.

	Advantages of a Cancun Meeting
	Disadvantages of a Cancun Meeting

	Opportunity to recruit many South American geosynthetic professionals to our standardization work.  
	Committee D35 benefits substantially
 from government employee involvement.  While this portion of our membership rarely attends D35 Committee meetings, they would most likely NOT be able to travel out of the country. 

	Opportunity to welcome our ASTM D 35 S.A. members who almost never attend Committee  meetings due to excessive cost of travel. Although most of their comments on geosynthetics might not be unique, their perspective would enhance the Committee’s ability to address more “global issues with our standards.
	The shortened time duration between the March 2008 and June 2008 D35 Committee meetings would significantly limit our planned ballot activity.  Instead of the usual Sub and Main committee ballots, we would plan a Main committee ballot only.

	History has demonstrated that most of the D35 members have attended Geosynthetics conferences in the past and Cancun would be a planned trip for most in this regard.
	The move to Cancun would necessitate a 2-day format for our D35 Committee meeting.  While we have tried to accomplish this format, it has sometimes been rushed and resulted in very long and taxing meeting days.  We are planning a return to the 2.5-day formats but a Cancun meeting would result in a mandatory 2-day format.  

	ASTM has bilingual resources which most likely will be made available to D35 for the event  These resources include a bilingual ASTM employee who has translation experience in several Latin and South American countries: A representative from the Mexican government who is also a past member of the ASTM Intl. Board of Directors 
	There would be some slight cost to the D35 committee for refreshments during the breaks for the ASTM meetings (coffee and drinks). 


The objectives of a D35 Cancun meeting largely track the first two items in the “advantages” column.   The overwhelming value of moving our meeting to Cancun is to promote our activities and to acknowledge and grow our international membership.   These goals are valid in concert with the normal objectives of significant attendance and robust Committee work efforts.

Please consider the above as well as personal impacts of a potential D35 Committee meeting in Cancun, Friday and Saturday, March 2-3, 2008.  Please mark your response below and fax or email to Ms. Christi Sierk by Friday, July 8, 2005 as shown below.

Thank you.

Sam Allen

Chairman D35

ASTM Committee D35 – Cancun March 2008 Consideration Response

	From: (Name)
	

	From: (Company)
	


1)  Should we move our January 2008 Committee D35 meeting in Tampa, Florida to March 2008 in Cancun, Mexico.

YES
ٱ

NO
ٱ

MAYBE
ٱ

COMMENTS:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Return via email to csierk@astm.org or Fax to:

Ms. Christi Sierk, Staff Manager, ASTM D35, fax: (610) 832‑9666 

�Might we also mention the large infrastructure development in many of the countries? 


�Personal opinion – substantially maybe an overstatement… how many gvt. People do we actually get? Would this include University people? 
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