Call-for-(in Progress) Papers

for

GRI-18 at Geo-Frontiers

After seventeen annual stand-alone conferences we are breaking with tradition by incorporating GRI-18 into the upcoming Geo-Frontiers Conference in Austin, Texas (www.asce.org/conferences/geofrontiers05 or www.gmanow.com).  As we hope you are aware Geo-Frontiers is a joint Geo-Institute/Geosynthetic Materials Association (G-I/GMA) activity set for January 24-26, 2005.  Our activity in this regard is to embed GRI-18 into the last day of the main conference, i.e., on Wednesday, January 26, 2005.  We plan for something quite new and admittedly bold; let us explain…

The main conference is currently soliciting customary complete papers from the geotechnical and related communities, including those on geosynthetics.  For work that is at a completion stage, please proceed accordingly and submit an abstract to the conference technical committee.  What GRI-18 hopes to accomplish is to provide a platform for geosynthetics R & D that is “in-progress”.  Thus, geosynthetics work that is anywhere from 15% to 85% complete is hereby solicited.  We would like to daylight these ongoing efforts via short papers of 2, 4 or 6 pages in length.  There will be two separate tracks:

1. Geosynthetics in Transportation and Geotechnical Engineering

2. Geosynthetics in Geoenvironmental and Hydraulics Engineering

We anticipate at least 50 papers in each of these above categories.  They will be reviewed by the GRI-team and published in the conference proceedings.  Approximately 15 in each group will be selected for oral presentation.  We also will assemble two panels of experts to tell us, “Where are the Unfulfilled Voids in Geosynthetics R & D?”  Thus, the structure of what we will provide for GRI-18 is as follows:

R & D “In Progress” Morning Session: January 26, 2005

Geosynthetics in Transportation & Geotechnical Engineering

(Dr. George Koerner - Moderator)

(a) fifteen 7-minute presentations

(b) 60-minute panel discussion on “Future Needs”

R & D “In Progress” Afternoon Session:  January 26, 2005

Geosynthetics in Geoenvironmental & Hydraulics Engineering 

(Dr. Robert Koerner - Moderator)

(a) fifteen 7-minute presentations

(b) 60-minute panel discussion on “Future Needs”

We plan to tape-record the “panel sessions” and provide the results on several Web Sites, including G-I’s, GMA’s, GSI’s, NAGS’ and others.  This latter effort should set-the-tone for future R & D in geosynthetics.  We think it will be extremely valuable as the road-map for future activities for academics, manufacturers and practitioners alike.

If this “in-progress” activity interests you please e-mail us at <mashley@dca.net> and we will supply you with required information on writing format and style.  


Draft Papers Due (for review):  
June 30, 2004


Reviewed Papers (returned to authors):  
August 15, 2004


Final Papers Due for Publication:  
September 27, 2004

We will select the papers for oral presentations after viewing the entire set of submittals with the goal of giving the audience an accurate picture of “in-progress” geosynthetics research and development.

We ask everyone involved in geosynthetics, whatever your position or association, to participate in this activity.  Also, don’t hesitate to send in multiple papers if you are working on more than one geosynthetics topics.  Thank you in advance and if you have questions or comments let us hear from you… the GRI-18 activity promises to be a unique and extremely worthwhile experience.
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