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By Kris Polly

This issue of Irrigation Leader magazine showcases 
three unique improvement projects that demonstrate 
a growing trend among irrigation districts and canal 

companies away from federal programs and toward local, state, 
and private efforts.

The majority of irrigation projects in the western United 
States were designed, built, and funded upfront by the Bureau 
of Reclamation. The projects were then repaid over time 
through contracts with the project beneficiaries, much like a 
mortgage on a house. The water for such irrigation projects 
was primarily from surface water diversion sources and was 
delivered through networks of open canals. As many of 
these projects age and require improvements, the way such 
improvements are made is very different from how the projects 
were built. There is much less federal funding and far more 
state and local financing of projects. Project improvement 
designs are done by private firms and are more multipurpose—
enhancing water supplies and creating additional revenue 
sources through smaller hydropower generation. Water sources 
and storage are no longer simply surface; they utilize aquifers 
and are increasingly conjunctively managed.

The A&B Irrigation District, near Rupert, Idaho, is a great 
example of an innovative improvement project that allows the 
conjunctive management of surface and groundwater sources 
with nonfederal funding. In addition to piping previously 
open canals, A&B will add the ability to recharge portions of 
its aquifer through the direct injection of Snake River water. 
This will be done during nonirrigation months and allow the 
same infrastructure to serve different purposes. This project 
will conserve water and add sustainability to the district. The 
project is financed through the Idaho Water Resource Board.

The North Side Canal Company, headquartered in Jerome, 
Idaho, has nearly completed the construction to add a new 

1.28 megawatt hydro generation plant to its nearly 
100-year-old project. The design of the project was by 
CH2MHILL, a private engineering firm. The finance 
package was composed of North Side’s own reserves and 
private loans. This hydro project will provide the canal 
company a new and consistent source of revenue for 
many years.

The Central Platte Natural Resources District 
(CPNRD), in Grand Island, Nebraska, has been 
working with surface water irrigators in its service area 
to improve aquifer recharge and to provide for federally 
mandated river flows. Instead of taking surface water 
deliveries for irrigation, the local farmers have converted 
to using well water that is recharged in part by the 
repurposed irrigation canals. By fully automating the 
canals, the CPNRD is able to take advantage of high 
river flows throughout the year for groundwater recharge. 
Additionally, the CPNRD is able to use the canals to 
augment required river flows. The canal improvements 
and ongoing maintenance are funded locally through the 
CPNRD. 

Such projects are not easy. The respective general 
managers of these projects, Dan Temple, Alan Hansten, 
and Lyndon Vogt, and their respective boards of 
directors, are to be commended for their leadership and 
out-of-the-box thinking.

Kris Polly is editor-in-chief of  Irrigation Leader magazine  
and president of Water Strategies LLC, a government relations 
firm he began in February 2009 for the purpose of representing 
and guiding water, power, and agricultural entities in their 
dealings with Congress, the Bureau of Reclamation, and other 
federal government agencies. He may be contacted at Kris.
Polly@waterstrategies.com.
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T he A&B Irrigation District delivers water to 
82,600 irrigated acres of sugar beets, barley, 
alfalfa, and potatoes in southern Idaho. Ninety-

five percent of those acres are irrigated by sprinkler 
systems. The district is served by two major water sources: 
surface water from the Snake River and groundwater 
from the Eastern Snake Plain aquifer. Over the last 
20 years, groundwater levels in the aquifer have declined. 
To remedy the declines, A&B is installing a second 
pumping plant and related pipelines to facilitate reduced 
aquifer withdrawals and the direct injection of Snake 
River water back into the aquifer.

Dan Temple is the general manager of A&B Irrigation 
District. This year marks his 40th anniversary at the 
district, with 17 of his 40 years spent as manager. 
Irrigation Leader’s editor-in-chief, Kris Polly, spoke to 
Mr. Temple about the recharge project and the logistics of 
bringing an aquifer back to health.

Kris Polly: Please describe your district for our 
readers.

Dan Temple: The A&B Irrigation District is 
unique to Idaho in that it is entirely a pumping 
project. We pump every gallon we deliver to 
82,000 acres—water for 17,000 acres is pumped off 
the Snake River, and the other 65,000 acres receives 
water from 180 groundwater deep wells.

Since the early 1990s, the district has experienced 
declines in the water table of the Eastern Snake 
River Plain aquifer. Declines continue, making it 
difficult to make full water deliveries to irrigators 
in our groundwater portion—and more so in the 
western half of the project. In the mid-1990s, the 
district abandoned six wells equaling 1,500 acres of 
groundwater land and converted over to surface water 
for those acres. The district holds reservoir storage 
contract rights in the Palisades and American Falls 
reservoirs.

Kris Polly: What is the status of your planned 
second Snake River pumping plant?

Dan Temple: The plant will serve 6,000 acres—

Recharging Agriculture in Southern Idaho:
An Interview With A&B Irrigation General Manager

Dan Temple
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4,500 surface and 1,500 groundwater—of existing lands. 
Our conversions in the mid-1990s caused delivery system 
constraints on the current surface water system. The new 
pumping plant and pipeline has three purposes: (1) to 
correct those delivery system constraints; (2) to meet the 
irrigation demands on the additional 1,500 acres that 
the district cannot currently meet by interconnecting 
the pipeline with our groundwater deep well pumps, 
providing either surface or groundwater delivery to those 
lands; and (3) to convey aquifer recharge water during 
the nonirrigation months, when water is available and in 
priority. 

The pipeline will extend 8 miles north from the 
Snake River. Including all the subfeeder pipelines off the 
mainline, there will be 19 miles of pipe. We’ll begin with 
54-inch diameter PVC pipe at the pumping plant and 
progressively reducing down to 10-inch pipe.

The electric pumping plant will consist of six 
500-horsepower and two 250-horsepower short-coupled 
turbines that will produce 118 cubic feet per second to 
service the 6,000 acres. The lift of the new plant will be 
about 170 feet. We will also abandon 8 miles of earthen 
canals, which will save approximately 1,200 acre-feet of 

water and $40,000 in operations and management costs 
annually. 

The project’s total cost will be $11 million. The district 
was awarded $3.8 million two years ago through the 
Agricultural Water Enhancement Program from the 
Idaho Water Resource Board (IWRB) and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. A year ago, the district 
went to its members, who overwhelmingly voted to incur 
a debt for the additional $7 million needed through a 
20-year loan from the IWRB water projects program.

Kris Polly: How long has the project been in the works?

Dan Temple: For six years, we have been thinking 
about the delivery constraints in the surface portion of the 
project caused by groundwater conversion to surface water. 
Two years ago, as we were seeing additional problems 
with the groundwater table and were losing more well 
production adjacent to the surface project, we became 
serious about this project.

Kris Polly: How will the district undertake the recharge 
component of the project?

The motor at A&B’s existing pumping plant.

Irrigation Leader 5



Dan Temple: Working with the IWRB, we will also 
be using this new pumping plant facility to directly inject 
water back into the aquifer. The district has already started 
doing studies and trials, and it is working through water 
quality issues. We do have some abandoned irrigation 
wells we would use, and we also have our own rotary drill 
rig capable of drilling wells for injection when needed. 
We would have to drill down about 300–350 feet with 
20-inch-diameter wells. The district will spread the 
injection points over 5 miles of undeveloped patches 
of land and would plan on having six to eight wells to 
directly inject to the aquifer.

The state of Idaho recognizes the importance of [having 
healthy aquifers] and is putting money behind it. The 
irrigation communities in southern and eastern Idaho are 
working toward that goal, whether through direct injection 
or percolation. There is a big emphasis on recharge to 
bring back the aquifer’s health. 

The aquifer under the district has dropped 35 feet on 
average and as much as 70 feet in the last 20 years. In the 
western portion of the district, we have drilled as far down 
as 1,000 feet in depth and found no additional water. The 
problem is not just about drilling deeper, chasing water 
table declines, and incurring higher pumping costs; it is 
about running out of water in portions of the district.

Kris Polly: What would be the timing of the water 
delivery to the injection wells?

Dan Temple: Once the project is completed, the district 
will have the ability to start recharge injection, primarily 
during the nonirrigation season, as recharge water rights 
would be in priority in the stretch of river where the 
new pumping plant would be located. When water is 
being released to fulfill a hydro-power-generation right, 
or anytime that the Upper Snake River storage system is 
making flood-control releases, water would typically be 
available for recharge. 

Kris Polly: With the financing lined up, what is the 
project timeline?

Dan Temple: This past February, we completed the 
environmental assessment and have a signed Finding 
of No Significant Impact. The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service is doing 100 percent of the design 
on the project—it is approaching the 60 percent design 
mark. We are looking at the end of June for the final 
design, and at that time, we will begin working on the 
bidding and contractor selection. If everything stays on 
schedule, we’ll begin construction as soon as this irrigation 
season is over, in mid-October, with hopes of completion 
in early 2016. We aim to be operational in April of next 
year.

Dan Temple and A&B Irrigation District Board President Harold Mohlman in front of the district’s existing pumping plant.
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By Congressman Dan Newhouse 

The fact that the dry, warm Mid-Columbia Basin 
in central Washington is one of the world’s most 
productive agricultural regions is a testament to 

the success of far-reaching water reclamation projects 
and effective water resource management. With average 
annual rainfall of less than 10 inches, large stretches of the 
region are characterized by a semiarid steppe environment. 
Extensive federal, state, and local irrigation improvement 
efforts since the early 20th century have harnessed 
available water resources and allowed the region’s fertile 
soil to support a thriving, water-efficient agricultural 
economy. 

Irrigation makes the basin bloom and benefits the 
national economy: Central Washington produces abundant 
wheat, hay, and potato crops, and the region’s wide variety 
of specialty crops includes cherries, hops, apples, mint, and 
wine grapes. Central Washington is famous for producing 
more than half of the nation’s apples and cherries and 
more than 70 percent of the nation’s hops used in beer 
production. The region’s exports to Pacific trade partners 
provide significant economic value, with tens of thousands 
of jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in economic 
activity. The key ingredient for continued agricultural 
growth is access to adequate water supplies. Water truly is 
the lifeblood of central Washington’s economy. 

I understand firsthand that access to irrigation water 
provides the foundation for the region’s agricultural 
activity and economy. As a third-generation farmer from 
Sunnyside in the heart of the Yakima River Valley, my own 
experience on my family’s farm growing hops, tree fruits, 
and grapes impressed on me the importance of increasing 
access to adequate water supply and streamlining 
cooperation between federal agencies and local irrigation 
districts. In 2006, as a member of the Washington State 
Legislature, I was part of the effort to pass a bill allowing 
use of additional water from the Columbia River. I also 
served as director of the Washington State Department 
of Agriculture from 2009 to 2013, where I worked with a 
diverse range of stakeholders, including federal and state 
agencies, local governments and irrigation districts, tribes, 
environmentalists, and farmers. These unlikely allies have 

come together to support implementation of the Yakima 
River Basin Integrated Water Resource Management Plan, 
to increase water storage and improve water supplies for 
the Yakima Basin and central Washington. In Congress, 
I am committed to pushing for a continued federal 
partnership with state and local stakeholders on this 
project and other critically important water storage and 
supply projects.

Especially compared with the rest of the dry, drought-
prone mountain West, the Pacific Northwest is blessed 
with the reliable water supply of the Columbia River. 
Despite the availability of these rich water resources, 
however, much of central Washington, including the 
Yakima River Valley, remains vulnerable to frequent 
shortages caused by low snowpack in the Cascade 
Mountains, drought, and dropping water tables in 
underground aquifers. The persistent risk of inadequate 
access to water highlights the necessity of continued 
collaboration between federal, state, and local authorities 
on strategies and programs to increase water storage 
availability and access. 

Successes and Challenges 
of Irrigation in Central Washington

Irrigation Leader10



Fed by the Grand Coulee Dam, 
the federal Columbia Basin Project 
(CBP) is the largest irrigation project 
in the United States, with hundreds of 
miles of canals, drains, and waterways 
and more than 670,000 irrigated acres 
in central Washington. The original 
plan for the completed CBP allowed 
for 1 million acres of irrigation. But 
rather than finishing the project, 
which was authorized by Congress, 
the fateful decision was made in the 
1980s to stop short of the original 
irrigation plan and to only build new 
irrigation capacity incrementally. 

The decision to not complete the 
CBP had the consequence of keeping 
farmers dependent on what were 
intended to be temporary irrigation 
wells in the Odessa Subarea, a 
region of deep groundwater. Water 
levels in the Odessa Subarea are being depleted at an 
alarming rate, dropping by dozens of feet each year. 
The depletion of nonreplenishing aquifers holds serious 
implications for drinking water quality and availability in 
many communities within the Columbia Basin. Finding 
a reliable replacement supply of water is also an acute 
concern for the region’s agriculture, especially for central 
Washington potato processors who are major suppliers of 
the world’s french fries.

Delivery this spring by the East Columbia Irrigation 
District of new water to farmers in the Odessa Subarea 
proves that successful groundwater replacement efforts 
by federal, state, and local stakeholders can provide a 
model for efficiency and collaboration. These joint efforts 
illustrate why the federal government must continue to 
play a central role in integrated water management plans 
in order to meet current and future needs by moving 
irrigators from groundwater to surface water sources. I am 
dedicated to working with my colleagues on the House 
Natural Resources Committee to continue to make these 
goals a reality. Positive steps include evaluating where 
Congress can revise bureaucratic regulatory barriers 
and streamline the onerous federal licensing process 
that slows down approval for surface water storage 
projects. I am currently working with the committee to 
develop legislation that will allow critical U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation projects to receive much-needed 
authorizations and appropriations in a fiscally responsible 

manner while also ensuring that central Washington and 
other regions critical to our food supply have access to 
necessary water resources.

The state of Washington, local municipalities, 
irrigators, and the private sector have already demonstrated  
a willingness to invest in building additional water supply 
and access, and the federal government must step up 
involvement if these projects are to be completed. One 
of my top priorities is to educate Congress on the vital 
importance of removing barriers and continuing federal 
support for irrigation efforts such as the Yakima River 
Basin Water Enhancement Project and the CBP, not only 
on behalf of those who live and work in Washington State, 
but for the entire nation. Stable water supplies will ensure 
that farmers and ranchers in central Washington and 
across the nation are able to raise the crops and manage 
the livestock that feed our country and the world. 

Congressman Dan Newhouse was born 
and raised in Sunnyside, Washington, 
and represents Washington’s Fourth 
Congressional District. He serves on the 
House Committee on Natural Resources, 
including the Subcommittee on Federal 
Lands and the Subcommittee on Water, 
Power, and Oceans. He also serves on the 
House Committee on Agriculture and the 
House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology.

Grand Coulee Dam.
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By Alan Hansten

This month, the North Side Canal Company 
(NSCC) is finalizing construction on its U Canal 
low-head hydropower project, which will utilize 

1,200 cubic feet per second of water and 20 feet of head 
to generate 1.28 megawatts of power using eight siphon-
type Kaplan turbines supplied by MAVEL Americas from 
the Czech Republic. NSCC’s 100-year irrigation diversion 
structure was in poor condition—it had been a concern 
to canal company members for some time. In May 2013, 
the NSCC board of directors evaluated the situation and 
determined that the structure needed to be replaced. That 
decision prompted a two-year planning and construction 
process that led to the development of the U Canal 
hydropower plant that will go online this May.

From Vision to Reality: A Timeline
After the board decided in May 2013 to replace the 

diversion structure, I made a call to CH2M HILL to run 
a feasibility analysis by June to determine whether NSCC 
could construct a hydro project at the site in addition to 
the construction of a new diversion structure (the existing 
structure had 10 feet of drop and improvements could 
be made to get an additional 10 feet, if feasible). CH2M 
HILL presented its feasibility study in June to the board, 
and after seeing the results, the board members decided 
that the project was feasible and requested a scope of work 
for the design of the project. We reviewed and approved 
the engineering scope of work in July.

By August 20, 2013, we were at 30 percent of the 
design process, had a concept of how the plant would 
actually look, and were performing the geotechnical 

Hydro Development on the

North Side Canal

Aerial shot of the U Canal construction site.
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investigation. At that point, we reached out to suppliers 
to obtain estimates for equipment cost and lead times for 
manufacturing. In September, we ordered five AquaSystem 
2000 Langemann gates from Canada.

During October, we finalized bidding documents and 
began demolition of the existing structure. We hired a 
local contractor to perform the blasting of rock, which 
we then removed to accommodate the new facility. In 
early November, we filed the notice of intent to construct 
a hydro facility with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission and completed the federal process by early 
January 2014. A special use permit application was also 
initiated with Jerome County Planning and Zoning.

NSCC selected its general contractor, McAlvain 
Construction, in mid-November, while NSCC crews were 
busy finishing the demolition of the site and preparing 
it for McAlvain. McAlvain began construction activities 
on the site on December 2. Northwest Farm Credit 
and Magic Valley Bank were both asked for financing 
proposals in December that would fund the hydro 
equipment procurement and installation in 2014 and 
2015. The Idaho Power Company was contacted to begin 
negotiations on energy sales and generator interconnection 
agreements.

Hydro equipment proposals were received in early 
February 2014, and a contract was signed with MAVEL 
Americas to supply eight siphon-type Kaplan turbines. 
These turbines are an off-the-shelf design by MAVEL 
that establish a siphon effect flow through the conduit 
using the turbine initially as a pump. A small vacuum 
pump is used to evacuate any air inside the top of the 

siphon. Once flow is established, the system switches over 
to a generator. The siphon-type turbine design is simple, 
cost effective, and fits well within our structure design.

By March 2014, 3,000 cubic yards of concrete had been 
poured, the five Langemann gates had been installed, and 
all other equipment and hardware had been mounted. At 
this stage in the project, the facility was ready to divert 
water for the 2014 irrigation season. 

At the end of April 2014, the negotiations for the 
energy sales and generator interconnection agreements 
were complete and ready for the Idaho Public Utilities 
Commission's review and approval. In May 2014, we 
hired Jack’s Excavating, a local contractor, to build 
up the upstream embankments an additional 5 feet 
while the water was in the canal during the irrigation 
season. We purchased 100,000 yards of material from 
adjacent landowners and hauled and compacted to 
raise embankments. Embankment construction was 
completed toward the end of September 2014. Electrical 
and mechanical designs were in process through the 
summer months, and in August, the Idaho Public Utilities 
Commission approved the energy sales agreement with 
Idaho Power.

When we dried up the canal in October 2014, NSCC 
crews began blasting and removing 45,000 cubic yards of 
basalt rock below the facility to increase the drop 5 feet. 
RSCI of Boise, Idaho, was hired as the general contractor 
in October 2014 to install all electro-mechanical 
equipment and to construct the control building.

We received our draft tubes for the turbines, our 
turbines in January 2015, and our generators and switch 

Downstream side of the new facility.

Irrigation Leader 13



gear in March 2015. International Water Screens supplied 
the debris management system and assisted with its 
installation in January 2015.  

As of April 2015, we are currently finishing up 
the electrical installation, and we hope to begin 
commissioning the electrical equipment at the end of the 
month.

A Favorable Environment for Hydro 
Development

Two regulatory developments helped make the hydro 
project financially feasible. At the time of our initial 
consideration of the project, the Idaho Public Utilities 
Commission had been dealing with the pricing rates for 
Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act projects. One of 
the outcomes of the commission’s process was a carve 
out of seasonal rates in which power producers with 
projects that produce less than 10 average megawatts 
and generate 55 percent or more of their energy during 
June, July, and August (generally on irrigation and canal 
projects)—a time when the Idaho Power Company needs 
the energy—are paid a premium. NSCC runs water from 
April through October, with a bulk of energy production 
occurring during those summer months. Because NSCC 
qualified for those special rates, the commission’s decision 
made a low-head project more financially viable.

In August 2013, President Obama signed the 

Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency Act of 2013 into law. 
The legislation, first introduced by Representative Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), waived Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) license requirements 
for any conduit hydro facility that uses the hydroelectric 
potential of a nonfederally owned conduit for electric 
power generation with a maximum installed capacity of  
5 megawatts. 

Once that bill became law, there were people filling 
out the applications and getting them to FERC right 
out of the gate. I looked at what my peers were doing 
and followed the dialog on FERC’s website. I quickly 
figured out which applications were getting through and 
which ones were not. I modeled NSCC’s applications on 
the successful ones to ensure that we did not have any 
issues. The application process was truly streamlined. I 
was able to complete the required documentation and 
had our attorney review it. I submitted the paperwork 
for that exemption in November 2013. It took 60 days to 
successfully run through that process. 

Running the Numbers
As a canal company, NSCC has a lot of financial 

flexibility that federal projects do not have. In addition to 
drawing on our own reserves, we requested loan proposals 
from our local bank and from Northwest Farm Credit 
Service to help finance the project. 

Debris screens from International Water Screens.
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We knew it was going to cost a certain amount just 
to replace the irrigation components, so we separated out 
that value to determine how much the hydro component 
would add to the total project cost. Our benchmark was 
to be able to pay for the additional hydro component in 
20 years. We also calculated that the hydro component 
would pay for the entire project in less than 30 years. 
The numbers worked in favor of developing the hydro 
component. 

Assessing Our Work
Generally, projects are more cost effective when you 

have a tight schedule. Originally, we had planned for a 
three-year project, but in November 2013, I reviewed 
our progress and determined that we could compress the 
schedule if certain pieces of the puzzle were in place by 
January for a go–no go decision. In January, we evaluated 
where we were on the project and decided to charge ahead 
and plan to be operational in spring 2015. Fortunately, all 
the cards fell in our favor. To do it, you have to be on your 
game. 

It has been a fast two years. This was my first hydro 
project as NSCC manager, and I have learned a great deal. 
You have to plan up front, talk to all the players to get 
your game plan together, and be ready to manage multiple 
facets of the project in parallel to make sure things come 
together when they need to. In our case, construction 
activities in the two winters could not be delayed since 
water had to be able to run through the facility by the 

start of the next irrigation season. You also need to 
allow plenty of time for different kinds of things—from 
negotiating power purchase agreements with utilities to 
addressing lead time for equipment, since it generally has 
to be manufactured. 

The only snag we really ran up against was the West 
Coast shipping port slowdown. Our generators were 
shipped from the Czech Republic. The shipping route 
went down through the Panama Canal and on to Oakland, 
California. The generators arrived in port and were held 
up for a month and a half during the labor dispute. That 
delayed us, and if that had not happened, we would have 
been on track to generate power as scheduled. It held up 
the electrical work, but we were able to accommodate that.

We are looking forward to the completion of this 
project, and we plan to have an open house the first part 
of June to allow the community in to see what we have 
been up to these past two years.

Alan Hansten is the manager of the  
North Side Canal Company.  
You can reach him at (208) 324-2319.

The installed Mavel generators up close.
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By Paul Kalchbrenner

Beginning in 2009, many utilities, wholesale water 
providers, cities, and other entities that have 
municipal and industrial (M&I) water storage 

contracts with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers saw 
their annual operations and maintenance (O&M) bills rise 
drastically—in some instances, by more than 100 percent 
in a single year. One such entity was the Clarence Cannon 
Wholesale Water Commission in northeastern Missouri. 
These large increases often came with no warning from 
the Corps and with little or no explanation of what work 
was done and why it was considered joint use and, thus, 
the partial responsibility of those holding the M&I supply 
contracts.

When these increases continued to occur for multiple 
years, Clarence Cannon decided to find out whether this was 
happening around the country. It was. A short time later, a 
group of M&I contract holders came together to form the 
Fair Water Users Coalition in fall 2012.

Today, the coalition continues to represent entities that 
rely on water supply (directly or indirectly) contained in 
federally owned and operated lakes and reservoirs operated 
by the Corps, as well as entities that are seeking water supply 
stored in Corps facilities. Across the country, there are 135 
federal facilities that have M&I water supply in 25 states. 
The Corps currently has over 330 M&I water supply 
agreements for over 9 million acre-feet of storage in these 
facilities.

The primary mission of the coalition is to ensure 
that water supply costs from federal facilities are 
fair, affordable, and predictable. The coalition is also 
concerned with making sure adequate water supply 
exists where needed and improving the process by 
which members resolve issues that arise with the Corps. 
This diverse and growing membership, which now 
includes members in nine states, is advocating for cost 
fairness, accountability, predictability, and improved 
communication with the Corps.

Success in WRRDA
During the 114th Congress, the coalition conducted 

outreach with over 40 congressional offices, congressional 
committee staff, and federal agencies. The initial focus 
was to address the O&M issue and work to find a 
legislative solution. Through these efforts, the coalition 
was able to include language in the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act (section 1046(b)) that 
now requires the Corps to provide O&M project plans 
and corresponding cost estimates to contracting entities 
for a five-year period. This new law will greatly enhance 
the ability of water supply users to budget for this 
expense. 

The coalition also worked with members and staff of 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
to request that the U.S. Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) produce a report on Corps water supply 
that focuses on key questions and issues affecting water 
supply cost. 

The Fair Water Users Coalition
ASSoCiATion PRoFile

El Dorado Lake, Kansas.
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Current Priorities for the  
114th Congress

A growing membership has brought to light 
several additional issues that have been added to 
the policy priorities initially identified by coalition 
members. Water is an indispensable resource for 
any community, and reforms are needed to help 
streamline the process by which communities can 
access additional Corps water supply and do so 
in an affordable manner. Although the goals and policy 
objectives continue to develop, current goals and policy 
objectives include the following: 

Implementation of the Water Resources Reform & 
Development Act of 2014 (WRRDA). One priority 
for 2015 will be the continued implementation of the 
WRRDA bill. Getting language in WRRDA 2014 was a 
significant accomplishment for the coalition, and coalition 
members want to be sure it is implemented quickly and 
in ways that provide our members even greater protection 
from unexpected costs. Coalition members are urging the 
Corps to provide notice to contract holders when, during 
the course of a calendar year, it is clear that O&M costs 
are going to be significantly more that the cost estimate 
provided.

GAO Study on Water Supply and Congressional 
Outreach. The coalition worked with the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee to help 
define the scope of a GAO study related to federal water 
supply costs, which is now underway. The coalition 
continues to coordinate with House Transportation and 
Infrastructure staff members to help define the scope of the 
study and to provide feedback as GAO drafts the report. 

The coalition will also look for opportunities to raise 
the profile of the coalition and the issues members are 
concerned about, including opportunities to provide 
written and oral testimony to congressional committees 
of jurisdiction, and to more broadly serve as a resource for 
Congress whenever it addresses issues related to Corps 
federal water supply.

Uniformity of Projects Considered as Joint Use. The 
coalition will continue to urge lawmakers and the Corps to 
develop agency-wide guidance that spells out which types 
of projects will be deemed as related to water supply and 
thus are the partial responsibility of water supply contract 
holders. Creating greater uniformity will help address the 
inconsistency that currently exists across Corps districts and 
divisions. 

Credit for Beneficial Projects/Practices. When water 
users spend resources that benefit a federal lake or reservoir, 
Congress should allow for a credit to be given against either 

O&M costs or, if the water user is still paying it, principal 
and interest payments. Congress should encourage these 
activities, which in some cases have greatly prolonged the 
life of these federal facilities. The coalition will continue 
to advance this policy objective in appropriation bills and 
other legislation while also working with the Corps directly. 
Return flows are an additional benefit to these federal 
facilities that should qualify contract holders who provide 
them eligibility for some type of credit.

Water Supply Acquisition and Cost Reform. Several 
contract holders are paying, or will pay, substantially more 
for raw water due to a needed reallocation, the conversion 
of water storage rights into active use (especially in the 
latter years of an existing contract), or the expiration of the 
original water supply contract. Other entities are facing 
similar challenges as they attempt to acquire water supply 
from Corps facilities. There is general agreement that the 
Corps should reform how it calculates the cost of water 
storage in its lakes and reservoirs and that the reallocation 
process should be streamlined and reformed to be far more 
cost effective.

Continued Growth in 2015
If you are an entity that has an M&I water supply 

contract with the Corps, or if you otherwise rely on water 
from these facilities or are seeking M&I storage, the Fair 
Water Users Coalition would like to talk with you about 
how your participation can be an effective, affordable way 
to help address federal issues related to the Corps that 
affect the cost and availability of water supply from Corps 
facilities. It is the goal of the coalition to continue to grow 
in 2015 and to have continued success in Washington as it 
works to address these important issues.

To learn more, please contact  
Paul Kalchbrenner, executive director  
of the coalition, to discuss your specific issues 
and to ask any questions you may have. He 
can be reached directly at (202) 664-1102 
or at pkalchbrenner@engage-dc.com.
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Rehab as Recharge:

By Lyndon Vogt

The western third of the Central Platte Natural 
Resources District (CPNRD) in central Nebraska 
is designated as overappropriated by the state of 

Nebraska, and we are required to get it back to a fully 
appropriated status. The CPNRD board of directors 
discussed a number of ways to do that, including 
groundwater allocations and retirement of irrigated acres. 
In a limited number of cases, we have retired some irrigated 
acres, putting 2,400 acre-feet of water back into the Platte 
River by purchasing conservation easements on irrigated 
acres from willing sellers and permanently retiring the use 
of irrigation on those lands. However, the best solution to 
keep our surface and groundwater irrigators whole was to 
work with our surface water canal companies on conjunctive 
management projects. 

With three of four projects already complete, we will 
close out the final project this spring and celebrate with 
a rededication ceremony. These conjunctive management 
projects are one of a kind in the nation, and we are extremely 
proud of the work of we have done and the cooperation 
from the private canal companies that was required to make 
these projects possible.

BackgRound
CPNRD is working under 

two frameworks in its efforts to 
conjunctively manage the waters 
within its bounds. The district is 
working under a state-mandated 
integrated management plan 
(IMP) to offset new uses 
in the Platte River basin in 
overappropriated areas where 
those uses can negatively affect 
existing surface water rights 
or groundwater use. The IMP 
requires offsets sufficient to 
return the Platte River basin 
to a fully appropriated status. 
Nebraska also adheres to 
the Platte River Recovery 
Implementation Program, which 
was developed in conjunction 
with Wyoming, Colorado, 
and the U.S. Department of 
the Interior. This cooperative 

effort provides Endangered Species Act compliance for 
existing and certain new water-related activities in the 
Platte basin. The Platte River Recovery Implementation 
Program calls for offsets to new depletions of U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) target flows and 
a first increment goal to return the Platte River to 
1997 depletion levels. These target flows are deemed 
necessary by the USFWS to aid in the recovery of three 
threatened and endangered species that use the Platte 
for nesting and as a migratory stopover site.

Rehab as Recharge:
Sustaining Irrigated acres and Platte River Flows

Orchard-Alfalfa headgates: before rehabilitation.
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There are four surface water entities in the western 
part of the CPNRD: the 6-Mile Canal Company, the 
30-Mile Irrigation District, the Cozad Ditch Company, 
and the Southside Irrigation District. Each operated canals 
100 years old or older, all of which required repair and new 
infrastructure. CPNRD partnered with these companies to 
implement phased rehabilitations to improve the delivery 
systems, store excess flows in the aquifer, and return water 
to the Platte River.

The PRojecTS
A board member of the 6-Mile Canal Company 

initially approached CPNRD about working together 
on canal maintenance. The 30-Mile Irrigation District 
then reached out to the district about the possibility 
of obtaining our assistance with maintenance and the 
delivery of water. CPNRD saw these communications as 
opportunities to assist irrigators where canals could be 
used for conjunctive use purposes in the nonirrigation 
season. 

Already having developed groundwater use for 
irrigation, the board of directors of the 6-Mile Canal 
Company voted unanimously to close its canal. CPNRD 
then purchased the canal and transferred the water rights 
to the 30-Mile Irrigation District, which is just upstream 
of the 6-Mile Canal Company diversion. 

On the 30-Mile Canal, CPNRD actually purchased 
50 percent of the irrigation district’s operation. The 
total cost of completely rehabbing the 30-Mile Canal—
grubbing, clearing, grading, and replacing structures—was 
$5.5 million. CPNRD partnered with the South Side 
Irrigation District on the Orchard-Alfalfa Canal at a 

total rehabilitation cost of $4.7 million, and the Cozad 
Ditch Company on the Cozad Canal at a total cost of 
$6.6 million to manage and lease unused surface water 
flows from the canals back into the Platte River. CPNRD 
will utilize those canals after irrigation season to divert 
and retime excess Platte River flows when available, 
recharging the aquifer and filtering back into the Platte 
River. The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, 
through the Platte Basin Habitat Enhancement Program 
and the Platte Basin Coalition, contributed 40 percent of 
the project’s cost, and the Nebraska Environmental Trust 
covered another 20 percent of the cost. CPNRD and the 
irrigation districts and the canal company split the rest of 
the costs.

The LogISTIcS oF RechaRge
CPNRD has excess flow permits from the state of 

Nebraska, so any time the Platte River is above USFWS 
target flows, the district can divert water into the canals 
during the nonirrigation season. We are using the canals 
for recharge facilities and retiming those excess flows back 
to the river when it is below USFWS target flows.

The water naturally recharges through the canal and 
then returns to the Platte River as groundwater. We 
worked with the U.S. Geological Survey to determine 
recharge rates across different sections of the canals. Our 
average recharge rate is about 40 percent. The benefits are 
clear: Farmers utilizing groundwater wells are able to pull 
more water, and the recharge is returning to the river.

On the Cozad Canal, CPNRD installed 11 Rubicon 
gates throughout the system, as well as an accompanying 
SCADA system, so the entire channel is automated using 

Rubicon gates. We can now 
measure what is released down 
each lateral. Our canal manager 
can look on his computer and 
see how much water is going 
over a gate at any one time and 
adjust accordingly. We now know 
how much water is coming into, 
is released, or is lost through 
different reaches of the canal. The 
canal is a much more efficient 
system.

On the 30-Mile Canal, 
CPNRD installed two Rubicon 
gates near the headworks. On 
the Orchard-Alfalfa Canal, we 
installed one Rubicon gate. The 
gates enable us to determine how 
much water is transferred back to 
the river. We know what we are 
diverting out of the river what 
we are delivering and what we Orchard-Alfalfa headgates: after rehabilitation.
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are spilling. So we know everything else is 
evaporation or recharge. Just because it is 
going out of that canal does not mean it is 
lost. We may have lost management of it, 
but we can track it back to the river.

With these new systems in place, 
irrigators with groundwater wells can transfer surface water 
back to the canal company or to the CPNRD (which 
are one in the same under our management agreements). 
Irrigators can now forgo using their surface water right by 
temporarily transferring it (for up to 30 years, according to 
Nebraska law). CPNRD or the respective canal company 
can then take the consumptive use portion of the surface 
water right and put it back to the river instead of using it 
for irrigation. 

LookIng Back
These projects show what groundwater and surface 

water operators can do when they work together to address 
their problems. The surface water operators were in need 
of financial assistance on their canals, and we were in need 
of a place to store excess flows to return to the river in 
times of need. The end result is that irrigators now have a 
brand new system, and instead of using their canals only 
four or five months out of the year, they can now use them 
eight or nine months. 

On the surface, the millions of dollars invested in these 
canal rehabs is a lot of money. However, if CPNRD had to 
undertake a recharge project alone, the district would likely 
spend a similar amount of money for recharge in one small 
area. With canal rehabilitation and subsequent offseason 
use, the district gets more bang for its buck. The canal 
companies not only have a brand new delivery system; they 
are reimbursed for some of the return flows back to the 
river and help CPNRD get back to a fully appropriated 
status without retiring irrigated acres.

LookIng ahead
We have no way of capturing excess flows from the 

Platte in the winter or above what the canals will recharge. 
So our next step is to add recharge cells along these canals. 
The cells would enable CPNRD to pull more water for 
recharge when there is an extreme excess flow event. Each 
cell would be approximately 20 acres in area with a 2- or 
3-foot depth and a 2- to 3-foot bank. The cells would 
function like a wetland, with wildlife habitat benefits. If we 
can pull some of that winter water off the Platte River into 
the cells, water could return as groundwater to the river at 
the beginning of irrigation season and help support flows 
in the summer. 

Lyndon Vogt is the general manager of 
the Central Platte Natural Resources 
District. Lyndon began his career in 
1996 at the Lower Niobrara Natural 
Resources District and then moved to the 
Upper Niobrara White Natural Resources 
District in 2001. Lyndon began his 
employment with the Central Platte 
Natural Resources District in June 2013. 
You can reach him at (308) 385-6282.

Orchard-Alfalfa check structure.

Nearing completion of construction on the headgates.
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Sven Schröer of Huesker
Business Leader

Huesker’s geosynthetic liners and fabrics combine the 
quality of German engineering with American 
ingenuity. With almost 500 employees worldwide, 

including the North American headquarters for Sales and 
Engineering in Charlotte, North Carolina, Huesker is at the 
forefront of geosynthetic product development. Huesker’s North 
American manufacturing facilities are located in Shelby, North 
Carolina.

Sven Schröer is Huesker’s chief executive off icer for North 
America. He is now in his 14th year with the company, 
having previously been responsible for Huesker’s international 
geosynthetic sales and its business development of earthworks 
and foundations. He is a civil engineer by trade and holds 
a master’s degree in construction management. The son of a 
carpenter, he was born in the small, rural town of Münster in 
the north of Germany. Mr. Schröer and his family moved to 
Charlotte in 2014.

Irrigation Leader’s editor-in-chief, Kris Polly, spoke with 
Mr. Schröer about his company’s history, its philosophy, and its 
future.

Kris Polly: You are a relatively recent newcomer to the 
United States. Please tell us about your experience here 
thus far.

Sven Schröer: People here are open and friendly. That 
has made the transition very easy, and it has been very 
good for my children. It is also a very diverse place; not 
everyone is from the United States. It is very different 
from where I grew up in rural Germany.

My father was a carpenter; he had his own small 
carpentry business. He made cabinets and furniture, 
mainly for the village [in which I grew up]. My mother 
was an office clerk—in my dad’s company most of the 
time.

My wife’s family originates from a farm in Westphalia, 
which is near Münster in the north of the country. 
German farms are not as big as those in the United States. 
They owned a few cows and hogs and grew corn and 
wheat.

Sven on a Canal3 fabrication line with a Huesker team member (A. Byrd) in Charlotte, North Carolina.
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Kris Polly: Please tell our readers about the history of 
your company.

Sven Schröer: Huesker is—and remains—a family-
owned company that formed in 1861. It started in the 
small town of Gescher, Germany. Our headquarters is 
located in the northwestern part of the country. Originally, 
the company focused on traditional textiles—cotton 
and flax fibers and yarns—and spinning and weaving 
operations. 

So we are a textile company, but in the 1950s, we 
entered into synthetic applications using polymeric fibers 
for textiles, which led to many product developments. In 
the late 1980s, we started selling worldwide and exporting 
more and more. That led to several subsidiaries worldwide, 
with the first one in the United States in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. This included a geosynthetics sales office and 
later our first production facility outside of Germany. 
The United States has been a very important market for 

Huesker over the last 25 years.

Kris Polly: What is Huesker’s business philosophy?

Sven Schröer: Like most of the longstanding German 
companies, we take a long-term view of things. We try 
to come up with smart and sustainable solutions for our 
customers. We strive to be a trustful partner—we always 
treat our customers with respect and honesty. Those tenets 
have served us well.

Kris Polly: What are your future plans for Huesker? 

Sven Schröer: I came here to bring what we do 
very well with in Europe to our U.S. operations. In the 
United States, Huesker had been focused on geosynthetic 
applications and canal lining. Huesker has much more 
to offer to the U.S. agriculture community. This year, we 
are aiming to implement a product line for agriculture 

Lining the 4 de Abril Canal with Canal3 liner in the Mexicali Valley of Mexico.
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providers, such as windscreens for dairy farms, as well as 
some interesting environmental applications.

We are going to invest in our production capabilities 
here for our geosynthetics and for agriculture. We’ll 
also start making fabrics here, specifically for the dairy 
agriculture sector. That is planned for this year.

And, like every company, we want to grow the business 
significantly in the next few years. The market is very 
receptive to that.

Kris Polly: Do you have new plans for your canal-lining 
products? 

Sven Schröer: We are trying to develop our canal-
lining products further. We would like to team up with a 
number of companies to provide more of an engineered-
solutions approach rather than just delivering a roll of 
fabric to a job site. Sustainable growth in our business 
can only happen if you make sure a product is not only 
engineered and designed properly, but also applied 

correctly. Otherwise, the best product in the world will not 
do its job as it should.

Kris Polly: What is your message to irrigation districts 
in the West? 

Sven Schröer: Our message is that we have been 
supplying the irrigation districts for more than 10 years 
with great solutions to address water conservation. 
Huesker’s canal liners are American made, durable, flexible, 
and they have a proven record. Our products are second to 
none. Western irrigators should know that with Huesker’s 
level of quality, combined with our engineering, technical, 
and logistical experience, they can count on us and our 
products as they have in the past. Our goal is to continue 
bringing value and serving this industry for many years in 
the future and to expand into other associated markets. 

157,000 square feet of Canal3 liner reduces seepage in the Porter Canal in Idaho's New Sweden Irrigation District.
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Ze’ev Barylka of Netafim
Business Leader

Since 1965, Netafim has been at the forefront of drip 
irrigation technology. Netafim introduced the world 
to microirrigation to solve one of the world’s greatest 

challenges—a lack of quality water for food production. Today, 
Netafim is the largest drip irrigation company in the world, 
with factories in over 16 countries, off ices in over 28 countries, 
and sales in over 120 countries. Netafim USA is headquartered 
in Fresno, California, and offers the latest in high-tech 
agricultural irrigation systems. 

Ze’ev Barylka is the director of marketing for Netafim USA 
and Netafim Mexico. Prior to his current position,  
Mr. Barylka directed sales and marketing for companies 
delivering automated control systems, payment systems, and 
processed dairy products. Mr. Barylka earned a master of 
business administration from Haifa University in Israel and 
is a graduate of the prestigious Technological Institute of Israel. 
He is a member of the American Waterworks Association, the 
Irrigation Association, the California Water Environment 
Association, the board of the Groundwater Foundation. 
Irrigation Leader’s editor-in-chief, Kris Polly, spoke with  
Mr. Barylka about his company’s history, drip systems, and the 
latest in microirrigation technologies. 

Kris Polly: Please tell our readers about Netafim and its 
founder, Mr. Simcha Blass.

Ze’ev Barylka: Netafim is the first company to 
introduce drip irrigation to the world, in 1965. Simcha 
Blass invented the concept; he approached Netafim with 
his invention and that is how the company started. Netafim 
acquired all of the technology and developed it. For 50 
years, we have offered an extremely wide array of solutions.

Drip irrigation started out of a farming environment 
that was suffering from a severe lack of water. Eventually, 
Mr. Blass developed his invention almost by mistake. 
Through a series of experiments and applications of 
technology, he learned that, drop by drop, you can get a 
tremendous amount of plant growth.

Fast forward 50 years, the situation has not changed. 
Water scarcity is posing a great challenge to countries 
throughout the world. The United States is not an 
exception—many states in the United States are under 
official drought conditions. Netafim is a company that 
was started by farmers trying to help farmers resolve these 
types of problems.

We have 4,000 employees worldwide under the banner 
of 28 subsidiaries—Netafim USA is our largest subsidiary. 
Netafim products irrigate more than 25 million acres 

throughout Europe, South America, Africa, and the 
Asian subcontinent. Wherever you go, you’ll find Netafim 
products. We are a truly a global company, but we work 
locally with farmers to resolve specific issues that farmers 
have. 

Drip irrigation is an extremely adaptable technology. 
We can utilize different methodologies to best irrigate 
every crop on the planet. In California, we help irrigate 
almonds, pistachios, and wine grapes—we have a 
tremendous market share in Napa Valley. Elsewhere, it 
might be corn, cotton, orchards, and vegetables.

Kris Polly: What is the importance of Kibbutz 
Hatzerim to Netafim and the development of drip 
irrigation?

Ze’ev Barylka: The company was founded on the 
kibbutz. The kibbutz environment is fascinating. It is 
basically a group of families trying to make a living 
together through farming (and a few other industries). The 
kibbutz movement developed a lot of the components that 
make up a drip irrigation system. It wasn’t an environment 
that was innovating just for innovation purposes; it was a 
movement innovating for survival purposes. Israel is very 
proud of the contributions of the kibbutz movement to the 
development of the water industry. Exports of the entire 
sector right now exceed $2 billion. Necessity is the mother 
of invention. 

Kris Polly: While different crops have different water 
needs, is there a general percentage reduction attributed to 
drip in comparison to other irrigation methods?
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Ze’ev Barylka: Netafim will not change the amount 
of water a plant needs. What happens is that farmers 
historically have had the need to overirrigate. To ensure 
that water reaches the end of a big field, they have 
overirrigated the beginning of the field. With drip 
irrigation technology, you actually eliminate the need to 
overirrigate. 

Drip irrigation delivers water and fertilizers directly 
to the roots instead of just spraying, which loses water 
to evaporation. It is a very accurate process with a lot 
of efficiency. Overall, drip irrigation can save up to 

40 percent of the water used in other irrigation methods. 
Drip irrigation can save up to 70 percent of the water 
used in nonmechanized irrigation methods, such as flood 
irrigation.

Because drip irrigation is also a means by which to 
deliver nutrients to the root system, Netafim products can 
increase yields by 30 to 40 percent on average, depending 
on the crop. The key proposition for Netafim is to save 
water and inputs and, at the same time, increase yields. 
Considered together, the benefits make a compelling case 
to farmers to adopt drip technology. Drip helps farmers 
control inputs, and thus control costs, as well as increase 
yields in a volatile environment. Every bale of cotton or 
bushel of corn makes a difference in the livelihood of the 
farmer. 

Kris Polly: What is the average life span of a drip 
system?

Ze’ev Barylka: We have different technologies for 
different crops. We try to serve the different needs and 
investment capabilities of our customers. For big farming 
operations, our systems are designed to last 20 or more 
years. However, there are many dynamics in the economics 
of farming in which a farmer, for example, may be leasing 
a field for 5 years. In that scenario, it may not make sense 
to install a 20-year system. Netafim has developed drip 
systems that can last one season or 5 years. We provide an 
array of systems to meet the specific needs of farmers.

Kris Polly: Tell us a little about Israeli agriculture. 

Irrigation Leader 33



Ze’ev Barylka: Israel has a holistic approach to water 
management and agriculture. It is extremely technological. 
Israel suffers from a scarcity of water and little arable land. 
In such a small country, you really need to maximize the 
productivity of every square foot of farmed land. Drip 
irrigation accounts for 98 percent of all irrigation in the 
country. The country is also very progressive and efficient 
when it comes to wastewater. We treat water and reuse it 
for a variety of uses, including 100 percent of commercial 
landscape use. 

The rest of the world is or will be facing problems 
similar to those Israel has faced with respect to agriculture. 
Food demands are growing at a tremendous pace. 
Population is growing in a finite space. People will have to 
produce more on less land.

Kris Polly: Are there any new technologies that 
Netafim is working on? 

Ze’ev Barylka: Netafim is working on several new 
technologies and new products. One of most recent 
involves commodity crops—historically, it has been a 
challenge for commodity crop growers to invest in drip 
irrigation technology. In the United States specifically, 
growers of commodity crops like corn and soybeans 
generally use center pivots, which require less capital 
investment but produce lower yields than drip.

Netafim owns a patent for a new system that connects 
with a center pivot. For commodity crop environments, 
where adoption of new technology is subject to commodity 
prices, we developed a solution that is low cost and easy 

to adapt to center-pivot technology. We call it precision 
mobile drip irrigation, or PMDI, and it enables drip 
irrigation via a center pivot (instead of needing to replace 
the pivot). It is one of the next big things for Netafim in 
the United States. 

One example of that is the DragonLine™. Teeter 
Irrigation is an exclusive licensed supplier of patented 
PMDI technology. We are working together with Teeter to 
market the system in the Ogallala aquifer region. 

We are also facilitating data collection from our 
irrigation products. Growers want to know soil moisture 
and pH levels and be able to monitor and control them 
remotely from a computer, tablet, or smartphone. We are 
working to perfect our current offerings in that regard 
by upgrading the necessary hardware and software that 
support our drip irrigation systems.

Kris Polly: What is your message to farmers in the 
United States? 

Ze’ev Barylka: U.S. farmers have been very progressive 
with the adoption of irrigation technologies. Netafim 
will continue to partner with American farmers to adopt 
and utilize technologies that will make their lands more 
efficient and productive, specifically in areas where there 
are water challenges. Netafim can help farmers control 
water and fertilizer variables so that they can focus on 
other areas of their business and be successful. 

Netafim USA headquarters in Fresno, California.
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ForumManagers’
Storage Water Rates

The Nebraska Public Power District owns storage reservoirs and three irrigation canals. 
Additionally, the Nebraska Public Power District sells storage water to supplement the water 
supply for irrigation canals in the area. We are looking for information about rates for storage 
water for irrigation in the West to benchmark to our rates. We would appreciate it if you could 
share rates for selling (or purchasing) storage water for irrigation on a dollar-per-acre-foot basis. 
We would also be interested to know whether the rate is based on the amount of water released 
or delivered to a customer.  
Randy Zach is the water resources advisor for the Nebraska Public Power District. He can be contacted 
at (402) 563-5377 or rrzach@nppd.com.  

Changing Reclamation Practices With Regard to Subsection I Revenues and Depreciation
Subsection I of the Factfinders Act of 1924, codified at 43 U.S.C. 501, allows a water users’ organization to get the 

benefit of certain revenues from the sale of surplus project power, the leasing of certain project lands, etc. With regard 
to the Strawberry Valley Project in Utah, Reclamation is taking an approach that differs from the relevant directives 
and standards on point. Reclamation is attempting to reallocate subsection I revenues among different entities in a 
manner that changes 90 years of practice.  

The Strawberry Water Users Association (SWUA) is interested in exploring the potential lack of consistent 
treatment between Reclamation projects, regions, or area offices. If your water users’ organization receives the benefit of 
subsection I revenues, or if you are interested in receiving the benefit of subsection I revenues, we would like to know. 

In addition, SWUA has always had audited financials and depreciated capital improvements in the federally 
owned project facilities that it is obligated to operate, maintain, repair, and replace. Reclamation is now challenging 
the practice of taking any depreciation with respect to federally owned facilities. Again, SWUA is interested in 
exploring consistency. We would appreciate hearing about the experience of other districts and associations regarding 
Reclamation’s treatment of depreciation on federally owned projects operated by irrigation districts or water users’ 
associations. 

In addition, in its response to a request for audit, Reclamation has asserted that it will get involved in the 
management of SWUA in a manner that appears to SWUA as unprecedented. SWUA would appreciate hearing from 
other water users’ organizations that have faced similar changes in Reclamation’s approach or that can offer any insight. 
A small number of quotes from Reclamation’s audit response include the following:

Reclamation and the Association will review the Association’s Bylaws and financial and administrative 
procedures to determine whether what revisions may be necessary or advisable to reflect the findings of this 
report and the current OM&R and repayment roles of the Association.

Reclamation will initiate discussion among the Association, the Company, and Reclamation to discuss 
future demand for Garn Act and other Subsection I funds. The purpose of the meeting will be to assist the 
Association in planning and timing its investments to meet demand for funds while minimize 
impacts to the returns on invested funds.

Reclamation recommends that refusal of delivery should be the default mechanism to 
handle short-term non-payment issues.

Reclamation recommends that cancellation be reserved for addressing nonpayment by 
shareholders who are more than 2 years delinquent in paying their assessments, have received 
multiple notices of this delinquency, and have been provided a reasonable opportunity to pay 
their back assessments.

Shawn E. Draney is an attorney with Snow, Christensen & Martineau. He represents the Strawberry 
Water Users Association. He can be contacted at (801) 322-9138 or sed@scmlaw.com.  

If you have an issue or question for the Managers’ Forum, please e-mail us at  
Irrigation.Leader@waterstrategies.com with the subject line Managers’ Forum.
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Specializing in
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Contracts 

and Western Water Law

21OO North Main Street 
Suite 1A

P.O. Box 13108
Las Cruces, NM 88013

(575) 526-2101
Fax (575) 526-2506

Email:
slh@lclaw-nm.com

Steven L. Hernandez
attorney at law

We are a Professional Cost Management Team whose 
strategies include showing small to intermediate sized 
employers how to use resources in the medical, pharmacy 
and insurance fields the same way large employers do.  

Learn how these strategies have helped many employers 
keep their benefit budgets and benefit levels unchanged for 
3 to 5 years at a time.

Learn About
Value-Based Benefits
A unique program that is compliant with, 
but an alternative to Obamacare.

ECCH C EMPLOYERS COMMITTED TO
CONTROL HEALTH INSURANCE COSTS

For a No Cost/No Obligation Consultation, 
Explanation and Evaluation

Contact Us at

theecchicgroup@ecchic.com
(314) 997-8865 • (800) 280-0010

Fax: (314) 997-8016

2157 Welsch Industrial Ct.
St. Louis, MO 63146 

Howard Danzig, President
Heather Ambro, V.P. Administrative Services 

Luke Phelps, V.P. Business Development 

www.ecchic.com
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CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

ASSISTANT GENERAL mANAGER Of OPERATIONS AND mAINTENANCE

ASSSISTANT ENGINEER fOR OPERATIONS

DIRECTOR Of NATuRAL RESOuRCES – STATE Of NEBRASkA
The State of Nebraska is looking for a Director to lead the Department of Natural 
Resources (NDNR).  The NDNR works to find a balance between the competing 
demands on Nebraska’s resources in areas of; water resource development, soil 
and water conservation, flood prevention, watershed protection and flood control.   
The NDNR develops and promotes the implementation of integrated management 
plans and state water planning in cooperation with other local, state and federal 
agencies and organizations. Additionally, the NDNR administers the state’s dam 
safety and flood plain management programs. 

Candidates need to demonstrate the training and business expertise to manage 
and supervisor a team of approximately 100 employees to meet the mission of the 
NDNR.  Additionally, candidates must be a professional engineer as provided in the 
Engineers and Architects Regulations Act and have at least five years of experience 
in a position of responsibility in irrigation work.

Please send resumes to: lana.gillming-weber@nebraska.gov

The East Columbia Basin Irrigation 
District (ECBID) is accepting applications 
for Assistant Manager of Operations and 
Maintenance.

Working with a staff of approximately 
100 employees, the opportunity to 
contribute to our operations presents 
itself in planning, implementation, 
supervision and advisory activities. 
The District’s crews utilize a large fleet 
of vehicles and heavy construction 
equipment for maintenance, upgrade 
and development of large water 
conveyance facilities and associated 
appurtenances.

ECBID is located in the heart of the 
Columbia Basin Project, in Othello, 
WA. Our mission is delivering water in 
support of commercial agriculture. We 
serve over 154,000 acres of land and 
are currently developing facilities to 
deliver to another 87,000 acres. We 
operate, maintain, and construct many 
types of water conveyance facilities. 
With hundreds of miles of canals, 
drains, and pipelines, dozens of pump 
plants, and innumerable water delivery 
and control structures, each day brings 
a fresh set of challenges for operation 
and maintenance professionals. Do you 

enjoy a rural or small-town lifestyle? 
Like working on a wide variety of 
projects in support of agriculture? We 
need a talented Assistant Manager of 
Operations and maintenance to help 
guide our crews and accomplish our 
water delivery objectives.

Submission of a resume and ECBID 
application is required; applications may 
be obtained at the HR Dept, ECBID, 
55 N 8th Ave, PO Box E, Othello, WA 
99344. The application deadline is April 
8, 2015. Call (509) 488-9671 for the 
job description.

The Middle Rio Grande Conservancy 
District (the “MRGCD”) is soliciting 
applications for the position of 
Assistant Engineer for Operations 
located in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
Under the direction of the CEO/Chief 
Engineer, this position is responsible 
for facilitating the MRGCD’s strategic 
objectives by planning, organizing, and 
coordinating the day-to-day activities 
and operations of the MRGCD, which 
provides irrigation, drainage for high 
water table areas and river flood control 
for the Middle Rio Grande Valley.  The 
MRGCD also addresses environmental 
concerns and endangered species 
protection in collaboration with other 
agencies, including the Six Middle Rio 
Grande Pueblos while recognizing the 

recreational benefits and opportunities 
of the MRGCD facilities and the Rio 
Grande Bosque.

Minimum qualifications include a 
Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering 
and ten years of progressively more 
responsible management experience in 
the operation and maintenance of water 
delivery, flood control or other public 
works infrastructure. Candidates must 
have a current registration as a New 
Mexico Professional Engineer or the 
ability to obtain same within one year.  

Qualified applicants must submit a 
completed MRGCD application to via 
e-mail hr@mrgcd.us, via fax (505) 
247-3273, or mailed/dropped off at 

1931 Second St SW, Albuquerque, 
NM 87102.  In addition, applicants 
are encouraged to submit a resume 
describing their experience and 
qualifications. Applications and a 
detailed job description are available 
at http://mrgcd.com/Job_Opportunities.
aspx .  Interested candidates must apply 
no later than April  24, 2015.   

The MRGCD is an equal opportunity 
employer and all applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, disability or veteran’s 
status.  All qualified applicants are 
encouraged to apply.  The MRGCD 
offers excellent benefits.  The salary for 
this position is DOE.

For information on
posting to the

Classified Listings,
please e-mail  

Irrigation.Leader@
waterstrategies.com
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For more information on advertising in Irrigation Leader magazine, 
or if you would like a water event listed here, please phone (703) 517-3962  

or e-mail Irrigation.Leader@waterstrategies.com.  
 Submissions are due the first of each month preceding the next issue.

2015 CALENDAR

www.WaterAndPowerReport.com

Past issues of Irrigation Leader are archived at

April 13–15 National Water Resources Assn., Federal Water Issues Conference, Washington, DC

May 5–8 Assn. of California Water Agencies, Spring Conference and Exhibition, Sacramento, CA

May 15 Agribusiness & Water Council of Arizona, Annual Meeting and Water Conference, Tempe, AZ

June 3–4 North Dakota Missouri River Stakeholders, Spring Conference, Bismarck, ND

June 10–12 Groundwater Management Districts Assn., Summer Session, Coeur d’Alene, ID

June 17–19 Texas Water Conservation Assn., Mid-Year Conference, Galveston, TX

June 22–23 Idaho Water Users Assn., Summer Water Law & Resource Issues Seminar, Sun Valley, ID

July 8–10 North Dakota Water Resource Districts Assn., Annual Summer Meeting, Bismarck, ND

August 4–6 National Water Resources Assn., Western Water Seminar, Hyatt Regency Monterey, Monterey, CA

August 19–21 Colorado Water Congress, Summer Conference, Vail, CO

August 25–27 Texas Alliance of Groundwater Districts, Groundwater Summit, San Marcos, TX


